MISSION STATEMENT - The Scio Central
School community believes that all children
can learn. Using all available resources,
our graduates will be prepared to be active
participants in an ever-changing world.
Students will realize their potential and
will be guided in the development of selfesteem, responsibility, and mutual respect.
The home, school, and community will
work together in an atmosphere of shared
purpose and consistent expectations.
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Welcome to the New School Year!
By Principal Matthew Hopkins
As is the case with each new year, you
are bound to see some new faces. I am
excited to be one of those faces this year.
My name is Mr. Hopkins (SHOWN AT
RIGHT) and I have assumed the role of
PK-12 Principal/Director of Curriculum
and Learning. It is an absolute honor to
be hired to serve the Scio Central School
Community.
During my interview process, I asked
many questions about the district, community, students, and staff. One common
theme was evident throughout my search;
Scio Central School is a great place to learn
and work.
I grew up in Allegany County and have
lived here my entire life. After a short career in finance, I began what was to become
a fabulous learning experience teaching
High School Business, coaching a variety
of sports, and serving in many leadership
roles in the Genesee Valley Central School
district. I currently reside in Cuba, NY
with my wife and daughter Emma who is
almost two.
Our role in education is vital in shaping the lives of our youth. It is our mission
at SCS to prepare our students to become
responsible and productive adults who are
prepared for the challenges that lie ahead.
Parental support and input in this process
is very important in reaching our goals for
each and every child in our school.
SCIO CENTRAL SCHOOL
“Experience Life Through Education”

During the upcoming weeks and
months, I will be learning many new faces
and names throughout the district. I am a
firm believer in collaborative decision making with all stakeholders. It is my hope that
the community and staff will feel comfortable talking with me about what you love
about your school as well as working with
me to identify areas we can improve upon.
Please feel free to call the office, email me,
or stop by in person to say hello. I am very
excited to have the opportunity to work with
the Scio Central School Community.

Please join us in welcoming Matthew D. Hopkins (ABOVE) our
new Principal/Director of Curriculum & Learning at an informal reception on Wednesday, September 3, from 6-6:45 p.m.
in the SCS Cafeteria.

The FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL for students
is Wednesday, September 3, 2008.

Superintendent’s Message
By Michael McArdle

Farewell and Best Wishes
I would like to recognize and acknowledge three members of our instructional staff
who will not be with us when students return
to school on September 3:
 Judy Consedine, has retired after 23 years of teaching at Scio Central
School
 Tom Simon, accepted the
Superintendent’s position at Portville
Central School, and
 Kara Mascioni after two short
but very successful years teaching first
grade has been hired by AlleganyLimestone CS.
I am reminded of the following quote
as I try to summarize their contribution to
our students and school,
“No significant learning occurs without a significant relationship.”
James Comer, M.D.
Each in their own way was an outstanding teacher who modeled positive behaviors,
exhibited sincere compassion and created
positive relationships with students.

 We are excited to announce that
we successfully obtained an $800,405
grant that will focus on student wellness and physical activity in the physical education classes and after-school
or summer programs. We applied for
this grant with Bolivar-Richburg and
Friendship schools. More information
about this grant can be found in this
newsletter.
 Students in grades 7–12 will be
following a more traditional schedule
with the start of our new school year.
With the exception of a few classes,
most of our classes will be 42 minutes
in length and will meet five times a
week. More information about this

schedule will be found in our next
newsletter.
 We, along with a number of
school districts in Allegany and Cattaraugus County, are implementing a career education course entitled “Roads
to Success” which “helps youth
discover careers that inspire them and
the steps needed to reach their goals.”
It is funded by a partnership we have
established with Monster.com. Joan
Wissert is the teacher assigned to our
school and she will provide more information about this program in future
newsletters.
We look forward to the start of the new
school year.

New Teachers Join District

New Faces
Please note the biographies of the new
staff we have hired for the 2008–09 school
year. As this newsletter is being written
we still have one position to fill, but we anticipate having that person hired before the
start of the new school year. We are very
pleased with the qualities and potential each
candidate possesses.

New Programs
 21st Century After-school Program - we have received a 4.05 million
dollar grant with Accord and six other
area schools over the next five years.
On or about October 1st, we will host
an after-school program that “focuses
on academic performance, youth development, recreation, and community
service opportunities aimed at helping
students achieve self-confidence, academic success and leadership skills.”
Back to School 2008

KEVIN MOLE will be teaching social
studies to grades 7-12. Mr. Mole comes
to us with five years of summer school
teaching experience at Portville Central
School as well as substitute teaching. He
has also coached baseball, wrestling, and
football. He earned his bachelor's degree
from St. Bonaventure University and his
master's degree in education from Jones
International University. He resides in
Portville and in his spare time, he enjoys
golf, baseball, reading American History,
and watching baseball and football (he is
a Cleveland Indians and Notre Dame fan).
He is excited to meet and greet students
and parents this fall. Welcome Aboard!

JESSICA ROETHEL will be teaching
earth science and grades 7-8 science. Mrs.
Roethel recently moved to Wellsville from
Rochester with her husband, Emory, and
sons, Bryce (3), and Travis (2). Jessica
comes to us with eight years of middle and
high school science teaching experience
as well as four years of college teaching
experience. She received her master's
degree in math/science/technology
education from St. John Fisher College.
In her spare time, Jessica enjoys playing
with her boys, spending time with friends
and family, hiking, reading, shopping for
bargains, traveling, scrapbooking, and
being outside. She is also looking forward
to meeting her new students in the fall.
Welcome Jessica!
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Reminder to Taxpayers

SCSD Recommended 2008-09 Tax Rates (8/5/08)

The school tax bills being sent out in
September of 2008 must be paid to the
following address:
Scio Central School Tax Collector
for the Scio Central School
PO Box 2095
Syracuse, NY 13220-2095
The address will be on your tax bill
and a reminder will be in the envelope.

Scio Central School Part of
$4 Million Success for After
School Programs Grant
ACCORD Corporation, a not for profit
Community Action Agency in Allegany
County will receive a 4.05 million dollar
funding award from the NYS Department
of Education. The 21st Century Community
Learning Center Grant begins July 1 and is
a five-year funding cycle. The grant process
was highly competitive with more than 280
grants reviewed across NYS and only 107
grants selected for funding. ACCORD will
operate 21st CCLC programs in six school
districts serving 866 students each year.
Scio Central School will host a 21st
Century Community Learning Center that
will serve middle and high school students in
grades 5-12. Other districts involved include
Bolivar-Richburg, Belfast, Canaseraga,
Whitesville and the Immaculate Conception
School in Wellsville. After school programs
will offer an academic lab, social enrichment
and youth development opportunities and
exciting club activities Monday-Thursday
from 3-6 p.m. daily according to the school
calendar and during July to support community recreation and school district summer school programs. School districts will
provide transportation, a daily nutritious
snack and faculty to support the academic
lab. Southern Tier Traveling Teacher, Inc.
will provide in home GED services to 15
youth in target communities at risk of school
drop out.
ACCORD’s 21st CCLC represents
a partnership with Literacy Volunteers of
Allegany County, Southern Tier Traveling
Teacher, Inc., Alfred University’s Children’s
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Learning Center, Evalumetrics Research
firm, the Wellsville Creative Arts Center and
local health and human service agencies and
civic groups in addition to the schools. The
program design was developed by students,
parents, partnering agencies and school
administrators.
A School District Liaison employed
by ACCORD will work from each school
Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.
to provide students and families with case
management services including goal planning, service coordination and referrals.
A High School Liaison employed by ACCORD will provide weekly programs for
high school students focusing on leadership
skills development, career exploration and
service learning opportunities by a weekly
rotation to school Centers. Literacy Volunteers of Allegany County will operate a peer
tutoring program with high school students
trained to work with middle school students.

Other program aspects include incorporating
Tiger Woods Foundation’s Start Something
model for community service projects and
Alfred University’s Rural Justice Institute
faculty training after school program staff in
Second Step for student character development lessons.
If you have any questions regarding
the program slated to start October 2008
please contact Stacy Kozlowski, 21st CCLC
Program Manger at 585-268-7605.
Scio Lions Club Journey for Sight
Please help the Scio Lions Club together with other Lions Clubs in our area during
their annual Journey for Sight. This event
is being held on Sunday, September 28, in
Belfast. Please contact Scio Central School
at 585-593-5510 for further information
regarding start time and applications.
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Homeroom Listings for Grades PreK-6
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Homeroom Listings for Grades 7-12
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Transportation Information
At Scio Central School, we try to take
the necessary steps to ensure the safety
of all our students. We have established
procedures that will assist us in this goal.
We encourage you to review the following
information and discuss each item with your
child. If you have any questions or concerns,
feel free to contact the Transportation Department at 585-593-0987.
Board of Education Policy states that
Pre-K through 3 grade students will not be
dropped off unless the bus driver is certain
there is someone there for the student. We
need you to do one of the following:
 Stand in a window or doorway
 Come outside
 Stand in the driveway
Please wave to the driver so that he or
she can see you. If it seems that no one is
available, the student will be brought back
to the school and their emergency contact
person will be called to pick the student up.
It is our wish to avoid any inconvenience
for parents.
Pre-K students need to be escorted to
and from the bus stops. Pre-K students will
also sit toward the front of the bus.
According to the Commissioner of
Education, a school district is not responsible to transport children to more than one
location (even when that student’s parents
are divorced). There is no statutory or
regulatory requirement that a district
transport a student to different places on
different days of the week. Each student
may have only one designated pick-up point
and one designated drop-off point.
Please remember there is a 5-mph speed
limit on school grounds. There is always
the possibility of students in the driveway
or parking lot.
Make sure your child/children are at the
bus stop at the appropriate time!
There will be three scheduled bus
safety drills for all students during the
school year.
Please remind your child/children of
our school bus safety rules:
 Stay seated – facing forward
 No eating or drinking
 Talk quietly using appropriate
language
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 No hitting, kicking or bullying
 No glass containers or aerosol
spray cans of any type!
We thank you, in advance, for all of

your assistance in making our school the
safest it can be for the children. If we can
help to clarify any items in this letter, please
do not hesitate to call us.

Thanks to Summer Cleaners, Grounds Workers, & Custodians
We would like to take a moment to thank the above mentioned staff members. They
have worked diligently throughout the summer getting our classrooms, hallways, grounds,
and buildings ready for the return of students and staff in September. AWESOME JOB!
Thank You!

ABOVE - Cleaners and groundskeepers shown left to right: Steve Wells, Becky
Webster, Roger Perry, Pam Perry, Kate Fuller, and Mark Latzer. Missing from photo:
Ed Fuller and George Webster.
BELOW - Summer Cleaners pictured left to right are: Evie Ramsey, Marge Chandler,
Kim Walsh, LouAnn Slocum, Mary Lou Kemp, Marcia Habberfield, and Tina Fanton.
Missing from photo: Carl Fanton.
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School Visitors
We are pleased to have visitors in our
school. Many parents and community members enter the building throughout the school
day. PLEASE REMEMBER THAT
ALL VISITORS ARE TO REPORT TO
THE MAIN OFFICE THROUGH THE
FRONT DOORS UPON ARRIVAL TO
REGISTER. Visitor or volunteer tags will
be issued to our guests. We ask that you
wear the visitor tag while in the building.
For the safety, security, and convenience of
everyone, please contact the teacher in advance to arrange a mutually convenient time
to visit. Thank you for your cooperation.

Information About Sexual
Predators
As part of our continued effort to keep
our school and students safe, we notify residents of any Level 3 offenders living in the
district. Another way to get the most up to
date information is by going to the following
website: www.familywatchdog.com
This site gives you detailed information
on their name, address, age, crime committed, etc. If you should have any further questions, you may also contact the school.

Asbestos Report
Please be advised that the annual asbestos report is completed and on file at the
school. If you have any questions, please
contact the school at 585-593-5510.

Pesticide Application Notice
Scio Central School utilizes non-chemical solutions when pest removal from the

SCS Board of Education Meeting Dates 2008-09

All meetings are being held in the Elementary Library. The public is welcome to
attend any of the above schedule meetings.
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district buildings or grounds is necessary.
Traps, environmental modifications, and/or
mechanical means are utilized to eliminate
pests.
School law requires that the district
maintain, on an annual basis, a list of parents who wish to receive advance notice
of pesticide application at the school their
child attends. To have your name included,
a formal request must be submitted. Forms
are available for you to fill out by contacting
the school at 585-593-5510.

AlleCatt Reads - Year 2
- "Dead Man Walking"
The novel for Year 2 of AlleCatt
Reads is "Dead Man Walking." With
the success of the books talk last year,
we are excited to have another book
that should spark interest and good
discussion. Although arrangements
for book discussion groups are underway, we want to make you aware of
the following activities are planned at
this point:
 The Play - Dead Man Walking
will be running each evening at the
Quick Center starting Wednesday, November 5, through Saturday, November 8 at 7:30 p.m. At the Post Performance on Friday, November 7, there
is a scheduled Talk Back (Question
and Answer with the Cast and Crew
of Dead Man Walking). Anyone in
the audience is welcome to attend the
Talk Back.Please note the play "Dead
Man Walking" by Tim Robbins draws
much more heavily from the book than
the movie version and consequently
is very different from the movie. For
more information on the play go to
dmwplay.org.
 On Tuesday, November 11, at
7 p.m., Sister Helen Prejean, author
of "Dead Man Walking," will speak
at SBU. The current location is the
Quick Center. However, this location
may change, if a larger venue becomes
available. The talk is open to the
public.
We look forward to your participation this year.
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News from the Cafeteria
It seems that just when you think summer is finally here . . . school starts. Hopefully, everybody is ready. We are already hard
at work in the cafeteria, and ready to serve healthy well balanced meals. We wanted to give a recap to those who are veteran Scio
students and offer a little knowledge to those new kids on the block.
All applications for free and reduced meals, from 2008-2009 school year will expire on September 30. All students must complete
the application and turn it in before September 30. The new application is printed on blue paper and, is in the center of this newsletter. You can also pick up a copy at the school or call the cafeteria for more information.
There are new prices listed for this year: regular lunch - $1.35, regular breakfast - $ .80, reduced meal price - $ .25, teacher's
lunch - $ 3.00, teacher's breakfast - $1.85. Please note there are also some ala carte price changes, see the posted list in the
cafeteria and on page 9 (opposite page) of this newsletter.
All students and staff, please have available your school photo ID when purchasing at the school cafeteria. You will get a temporary card when you get to school. If you do not have a card please see the cashier.
We will be using your personal ID number to access the debit system for any transactions again this year. You can pre pay for the
day, week, month or even the year. See cashier for details. We recommend that money be placed on your account prior to the sale
for quicker and easier access at lunch. Remember this is a debit system not a credit system. Our charging policy is listed in the
student handbook.
If you have any questions regarding the cafeteria, please call Cafeteria Manager Doreen Trimm at 593-5510, ext. 1500, on either
Monday or Thursday. Welcome back and have a great year!
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SCS Cafeteria Price List
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CENSUS FORM - Attention, households with children, in an effort to keep our records up-todate, please complete the form below and return it to the main office. If you have any questions,
please contact the school at 585-593-5510. Thank You.
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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal law, requires that the Scio Central School District,
with certain exceptions, obtain your written
consent prior to the disclosure of personally
identifiable information from your child’s
education records. However, the Scio Central School District may disclose appropriately designated “directory information”
without written consent, unless you have
advised the district to the contrary (in accordance with district procedures).
Directory information is used in a variety of Scio Central School publications.
Here are a few examples:
 a playbill showing student’s
role in a drama production;
 the annual yearbook;
 honor roll or other recognition
lists;
 graduation programs;
 sports activity sheets, such as
for soccer, showing weight and height
of team members; and
 military recruitment requests
Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered
harmful or an invasion of privacy if released,
can also be disclosed to outside organiza-

Mrs. Woodard’s fourth-graders welcomed
Mr. Hopkins to Scio Central School by
sharing their Thundercake with him.
They read the book “Thundercake” by
Patricia Polacco during summer school
and after finishing the book, followed the
recipe included with the book to create
a scrumptious dessert that no one could
resist! Pictured left to right are: Dahmas
Logue, Tyler Shields, Kristin White, Abby
Boyer, and Carolanne Schmitt.
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tions without a parent’s prior written consent. Outside organizations include, but are
not limited to, companies that manufacture
class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition,
two federal laws require local educational
agencies (LEAs) receiving assistance under
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military
recruiters, upon request, with three directory
information categories - names, addresses
and telephone listings - unless parents have
advised the LEA that they do not want their
student’s information disclosed without
prior written consent. (1) If you do not
want the Scio Central School District to
disclose directory information from your
child’s education records without your prior
written consent, you must notify the District
in writing by September 30, 2008.
The Scio Central School District has
designated the following information as
directory information:
 Students Name
 Address

 Telephone Listing
 Electronic mail address
 Photograph
 Date and place of birth
 Major field of study
 Dates of attendance
 Grade Level
 Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
 Weight & height of athletic
team members
 Degrees, honors, & awards
received
 The most recent educational
agency or institution attended
(1) These laws are: Section 9528 of
the ESEA (20 U.s.C. 7908), as amended
by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
(P.L. 107-1 lo), the education bill, and 10
U.S.C. 503, as amended by section 544,
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2002 (P.L. 107-1071, the legislation that provides funding for the nation’s
armed forces.

Scio is One of Three Local Schools to Receive
Federal Physical Education Grant
Scio Central School, in partnership with
Friendship and Bolivar-Richburg, was one
of four schools in New York State, and 97
schools nationally, who received the federal,
Carol M. White Physical Education Grant
this year. This three-year grant guarantees
$271,000 this year, which will be divided by
the three schools involved. If extended over
three years, it totals $800,405 to be divided
by the three schools. The grant provides
funds to expand and improve our physical
education programs, including after school
programs while helping us meet required
NYS standards. The focus is on student wellness and physical activity, which concerns
all of us, including the state, which has made
it a priority. Through this grant, we will
receive a variety of equipment as well as
training for our teachers and staff.
Our responsibility is to design and
implement a program that clearly aligns to
state standards and provides:

 Fitness education and assessment to help students understand,
improve, and maintain their physical
well-being
 Instruction in physical fitness
that supports healthy lifestyles, healthy
eating habits, and good nutrition;
 Instruction and opportunity
to develop motor skills and physical
activities that will help our student’s
physical, mental, and social development;
 Opportunities for professional
development for our physical education teachers and staff that uses current
research, issues, and trends in physical
education.
We are sure this grant will help us better serve our students in the area of physical
education and are confident that this program
will help us address the health and wellness
of everyone.
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CUSTODY FORM - Attention, households with custody issues, please update the form at right and return it to the
school as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact the school at 585-593-5510. Thank You!

WORKING PERMIT PAPERS: Students ages 14-17 are required by state law to have working permits in order to seek and
obtain employment part time. Please be advised that Scio Central School does distribute working permits through the Guidance
Department. If any students are interested in seeking part time employment (newspaper routes, McDonalds, etc….) please stop
and see Ms. Stanbro to get the permit paperwork for your parents to fill out.
Back to School 2008
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New Days & Hours for Community Weight Room & Walking Programs Begin October 1:
The weight room and walking programs will be open to the community starting Wednesday, October
1. These programs are available to the public Monday, Wednesday and Thursday nights, 5-7 p.m.
Please enter the weight room door behind the building by the concession stand.

Fall Sports
Schedules

Viewmyschedule.com: Don’t forget, you can view any of Scio’s sports schedules by going to www.viewmyschedule.com. Just
type in Scio where they ask for a school name and you can view all sports schedules. You can also be put on the email list to
receive emails of game changes for any sport. This is a great website to use to stay current on all schedules.
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Scio’s Summer School 2008
A Great Time & Big Success!
Summer school at Scio was a wonderful learning adventure! Students in PreK
thru grade six attended our four-week
summer school program. The program
was intended to bridge the gap between the
school year and summer . . . keeping the
learning going. To help students maintain
their learning from the last school year, each

group worked on math and ELA activities
each day. To further students learning, we
also held a school-wide summer Math and
Reading Challenge. Students were challenged throughout the summer to read for
at least 30 minutes, and to do some type of
math practice for 30 minutes each week at
home. The students who met their goals won
weekly prizes, with the student from each
class who did the most at-home work each
week winning a grand prize (SEE PHOTO
AT TOP RIGHT). In addition to their
studies, students also had recreation time
and a free breakfast and lunch each day. The
children also went on several OUTSTANDING field trips including roller skating (SEE
PHOTO AT LEFT), swimming at GVCS,
and to the Olean YMCA for swimming and
an obstacle course. Transportation was
provided by the district. Everyone involved
in the summer school program would like to
thank our Board of Education for providing
this learning and social opportunity for the
students of Scio.

Second-Graders Wrap Up
Year with a Sleepover
To wrap up a wonderful year of learning, the students in Mrs. LaJoie’s second
grade class ended the year with a sleepover.
It began with a slide-show for family and
friends to attend. We viewed pictures from
our year in second grade. After the show
and refreshments, the class began their sleepover. We played on the playground, played
games, watched movies, and enjoyed a great
time together until the next morning. What
a wonderful time we had…Mrs. LaJoie will
miss you all very much!

Save the Date for Ridgewalk!
Attention, all Scio Central School Employees:
Please make plans to represent Scio Central School in the
Corporate Challenge. This year, there are five categories of
challengers. Help our school field the proportionately largest
number of participants in the 16th Annual Ridgewalk & Run to
be held Sunday, October 19, in Wellsville.

Ridgewalk

For more information, go to www.ridgewalk.com/challenge
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